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The Gospels speak modern English 
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The Christ of the Gospels 


— for your private devotions during the 


coming Lenten season 
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Those who’ve read this 
Gospel translation say— 


“Dr. William F. Beck’s The Christ of the Gospe> 
combines and weaves into one account the contents « 
the four Gospels. The language is simple, graphic, am 
charming. The message of Christ, so told, will bk 
a dynamic aid in drawing people to Him.” — Julius B 
Mantey, Professor of New Testament, Northern Baptis 
Theological Seminary 


“Scripture itself in reliable and easily understooi 
language. I can envision no more superb introductio: 
to the life of Christ for the very youngest of school-ag 
children. The language is down to earth and dignified.. 
— Gordon A. Selbo, Campus Pastor, Luther College 


‘A scholar, familiar with textual criticism, may ofte: 
be deficient in popular appeal, but this book, along wit. 
specimen printings of his translation of Ruth and a 
Galatians, indicates that in his literary style he has th 
common touch.” — E. P. Schulze, “Christianity Today 


“... we are using The Christ of the Gospels for ou 
family devotions. I’m glad that I no longer have to si 
and paraphrase as I read, trying to put it into simpl 
English which my little children will understand. W 
are grateful for such a simple, idiomatic, yet true trans 
lation of the Gospels in harmony form.” — Dr. Ericl 
Kiehl, St. Louis Pastor 


“Tm loaning copies of The Christ of the Gospels t 
the children. They love it! Also, our Sunday schoo 
superintendent uses it in opening devotions. Thanl 
you for the wonderful work of putting the Truth int 
small words!’ — An Iowa Sunday School Teacher 
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The Cover 


Preparing for Lent at University Lu- 
theran Chapel on the campus of Pur- 
due University, West Lafayette, Ind., 
are (1. to r.): Dennis Hahn, Fort 
Wayne; Donald Weiss, Indianapolis; 
Charles Heuer, Fort Wayne; and Gerald 
Chomos, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Each year members of the all-student 
congregation place the Lenten cross on 
the lawn “to remind many passers-by 
that it is Lent and time to remember 
especially Him who was lifted up,” says 
Pastor R. F. Rehmer. 

This year the campus parish, church 
home of some 550 Purdue students, is 
marking two anniversaries: the fifteenth 
of its founding and the tenth of the 
dedication of its $175,000 chapel and 
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student center, built by the Central Dis- 
trict of Synod. 

Student work at Purdue, begun in 
1916 by Rev. P. G. Schmidt, was ex- 
panded by the Central District in 1945, 
when Rey. E. P. Weber, now president 
of the Portland (Oreg.) Concordia, be- 
came the first full-time campus pastor. 

More than 200 students have been 
confirmed since 1945, Pastor Rehmer 
reports, and the campus parish has 
been the base for founding congrega- 
tions in Crawfordsville, Greencastle, 
and West Lafayette. 

The pastors have served some 5,000 
students, performed 67 matriages, and 
baptized 32 students and 80 of their 
children. 


“The image of the supposed founder of Christ 
is purely legendary and mythical. Science long ag 
tablished that Jesus Christ never existed.” So j 
Moscow announced to the world on Jan. 4, 1960. | 
e Western man, Pascal once said, lives his life in) 
_ desperation. In our time this desperation has be 
- unquiet and fearful. Our need for clear answers ti 
Ave questions is greater than ever before. And the qué 
_ underlying all we have to ask in this age of univ 
GI | tension is this: Is Christ the Hope of the world? 


i _ Our Lutheran Church has always had a clear an 

to this question. It has stood up before the wor 

Ear say that the ultimate answer lies in God, in His V 
in the fact of the Cross and the Atonement. It ii 
task of our generation to build again on this sure ° 


Answer. 


cumstances. The value of our thinking depend 
drawing the full implications of sin and grace. 
We must have a religious passion for tru 
_ justice and mercy. There is an intellectual pas 
truth and justice and mercy which may be very valt 
to society. A religious passion, however, is rooted ii 
_ full God-given consciousness of those qualities in 
that resulted in the structure of the atonement. Bec 
God so loved us and gave His Son for us, we can aj 
_ ciate the inestimable value of the individual soul. 


It is also our task to accent the truth that there 
_two kingdoms in this world. One is ruled by pc 
the other by love. Within the Kingdom of Grace, 1 
by love, the church has emphasized the quality of 
but not the quantity. It is necessary for us in these 
of hate to cultivate a love which will cross all line 
nations and races and break down all boundaries se 
ng men from the Gospel. 
It will also be necessary for us to see clearly the 
| of the’ church to the world. We should note 
_ the separation of church and state does not imply 
aration of church from society. Also the world is C 
Kingdom of Power. He speaks to this kingdom thr 
_ His church. We always face the Biblical paradox 
we are to deny the world and to possess the world. 
must deny the world’s principles but win its people 


_ Our approach to the problems of our times sh 
never be limited by the seeming impossibility of achie 
ideals and gaining final ends. Too often this has | 
_ the trouble with the church. Because our problem sé 
SO great, we finally decide to do nothing. 

Our Lord asks us to fight sin wherever we fin 
_We know that we shall never have Utopia on earth, 
we keep on. This constant. continuing struggle i: 
essential part of the life of the church. 

_ Indeed, we believe and we know that the Bat 
the Manger, the crucified, resurrected, and _ ascey 
Christ, is the Son of God and the Hope of the w 
a _ We know He not only exists but “is before all th 

and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 


RSV). And our prayers to the Throne of Grace sh 
By JOHN W. BOEHNE _ always include those who think and believe other 
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4 
THE LUTHERAN WI 


LMOST UPON US is the sea- 
son of the hot cross bun. 
That’s right, Lent is almost 

Other signs of its approach are 

-enten sales and parties and ads 
iring special treats to brighten Len- 
menus. 
» the world keeps Lent. For the 
s and the violet of godly sorrow 
sin the world proposes the hot 
s bun —a sugared X on a sweet 
“Make Lent something tasty and 
to it a sugar coating of religion! 
est we drift along this easy detour 
ugh a holy season, let’s remember 
Lent started. A brief review of 
development will help us under- 
d the meaning and purpose of Lent 
our lives today. 
ent rises out of our Lord’s resurrec- 
. That Christ “rose again from the 
dq” and gave us the victory over sin 
‘death and hell is the crowning cer- 
ty of our faith. Lent developed as 
first Christian people sought ways 
“means to prepare for their great 
ter reality. Their preparation took 
form of going through the sorrow 
| mourning the disciples experienced 
le Christ was crucified and buried. 
ting naturally became a part of this 
urning in preparation for the joyful 
At first this period of preparation in- 
ved only the supposed 40 hours 
rist was in death. Gradually the time 
; increased to a week, then to two 
sks, and finally to 40 days. Lent 
; to be a reminder of the 40 days 
Christ’s temptation in the wilder- 
s. The six Sundays of this period 
re not counted as fast days, for each 
aday is the Lord’s day in its own 
ht, a “little Easter.” 
The first day of Lent became known 
“Ash” Wednesday. On this day wor- 
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shipers, as a sign of mourning, had 
their foreheads marked with the ashes 
of the palms used on the previous Palm 
Sunday. Preparation ended with the 
Great (or Black) Week, now known 
as Holy Week. During this week the 
church focuses on the specific events 
of our Lord’s suffering and death. It 
is this chronological sequence which 
we use today as our setting for the cele- 
bration of Lent. 

Originally the word “Lent” prob- 
ably meant spring, but Christian usage 
has given it a specific religious meaning. 
What Lent means to us will depend 
on our personal use of this period of 
time in the spring. 


More than a Sentimental Journey 


To give Lent its Christian meaning 
and purpose, we proclaim to ourselves 
and others the suffering and death of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ, for the for- 
giveness of sins. Lent is the time, set- 
ting, and occasion for a commemorat- 
ing review of our Lord’s Passion, which 
proved God’s holy and redeeming love 
for us. 

Our review must be more than a 
sentimental journey back over familiar 
country. It’s more than hissing the high 
priests, panning Pilate, booing Barab- 
bas, and groaning at Golgotha. By go- 
ing through Lent 1961 we should ar- 
rive at a deeper meaning of what these 
past events in Christ’s life mean for our 
present reality. When Lent is over, we 
should have a brighter realization that 
just as God went into action to save 
us in the past, so He is God in action 
saving us now. Christ with His re- 
deeming guidance is alive in every 
activity of our daily lives. 

If the purpose of Lent is to proclaim 
the Lord’s death, we must try to achieve 
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By GEORGE MUNDINGER 


“WHAT 


DOES IT MEAN 
TO YOU? 


this purpose for others as well as for 
ourselves. Lent is the best time of the 
year for personal ‘evangelism. Lenten 
services are a “natural” for bringing 
unchurched acquaintances. The world’s 
attention to Lent, even though out of 
focus, does make people aware of the 
season. We can capitalize on the vague 
inclination many people feel to “do 
something” for Lent. 


Tickle Our Spiritual Ego 


It would be nice if all we had to 
do for Lent was to “give up” something. 
“How much more we could enjoy it 
again after Easter!” Giving up some- 
thing for Lent can tickle our spiritual 
ego and subtly pat us on the back for 
being religious. It can become a way 
of working out our own salvation. 

In itself, then, giving up something 
for Lent may be meaningless. Worse 
than that, it may even be a self-con- 
scious piety blocking out the real mean- 
ing of Lent. However, if giving up 
something for Lent becomes a spiritual 
exercise for us, reminding us of what 
Christ gave up for us, well and good. 
It can help. 

But the proper observance of the 
season begins within. Lent is a matter 
of the spirit. The violet on the altar of 
our church reminds us that this is 
a penitential season, a time for re- 
pentance. 

Our observance of Lent begins with 
the recognition of our utter need for 
God. It begins with realization that our 
Lord’s suffering and death is God’s 
solution to our need for forgiveness. 
Because Lent is a matter of the spirit 
and a time for repentance, it must be- 
gin and continue with worship. Our 
Lenten observance is built on our use 
of God’s Word in public and in private. 


5 


Luther’s words for the Lord’s Sup- 
per sum up the basis for the Christian’s 
observance of Lent: “Fasting and bodily 
preparation are indeed a fine outward 
training, but he is truly worthy and 
well prepared who has faith in these 
words, ‘Given and shed for you for the 
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remission of sins. 

Our observance of Lent begins in the 
heart through worshipful use of God’s 
Word. This inner preparation may also 
lead to certain outward activities which 
can make the Lenten season more 
meaningful for us. 


Lent in the Home 


Lent in the home should begin at the 
church. Father, mother, and children 
come to worship God together in the 
weekday Lenten services, thus setting 
examples for one another. 

Worship time brings another oppor- 
tunity for sharpening the meaning of 
Lent. Try reading a small portion of 
Old Testament prophecies and the four 
Gospel records of fulfillment, and dis- 
cuss them during this 40-day period. 

Using material supplied by your con- 
gregation, you might also try following 
Synod’s current 1960—61 foreign mis- 
sions theme on Africa. If members of 
the family decide they want to “give up 
something” for Lent, they could put 
the money saved into a common fund. 
On Good Friday it could be brought to 
church and given as a special thank- 
offering for missions. Our giving up 
would help someone else hear the Len- 
ten story, perhaps for the first time. 

Families with small children might 
try something else for their Lenten ob- 
servance at home. Set aside a portion 
of wall in the kitchen or some other 
much-used room. Have the children 
cut out Lenten pictures from church 
and Sunday school materials and from 


magazines and newspapers. Each | 
add pictures to the Lenten tableau | 
the story from the Last Supper ta 
Tomb has been told. Pictures the? 
dren themselves have colored in Su 
school, as well as pictures they | 
will help them feel they are pak 
pating in the Lenten season on 
level. 

In every home a cross on the 
can be a constant visual reminde 
the meaning of Lent. Father and. 
might make a Passion Cross 
pointed ends to symbolize our Saw 
suffering. They might also make a 
branched candlestick or a matc 
pair to represent the dual naturi 
Christ —true God and true 1 
Mother and daughters might embre 
a violet cloth to place under the c: 

Christian symbols are wond 
teachers — if we know what they m 
Have the children draw the symbo 
our redemption (see page 7), and 
teach them the meaning of each syr 
as it relates to their salvation. 

Lent can mean hot cross buns, 
Lenten sales, and special treats 
brighten your Lenten menus. Or ] 
can mean a growth-provoking walk — 
your Lord through worshipful us 
His Word. Which shall it be for j 


A Family Reading Schedule for che Party Davs of Lent 


Monday Wednesday Thursday 
First week _______ Joel 2:12-14 Isaiah 1:16-18 
Second week __._. Psalm 41:9 Zech. 11:12, 13 Psalm 109:7, 8 Psalm 27:12 
Third week ______ Ps. 22:6-8, 16-18 Psalm 69:21 Psalm 109:4 Zech. 12:10 
Fourth week______ Mark 14;1-25 Mark 14:26-42 = Mark 14:43-72 Monk 15:1-15. - 
Fifth week _______ Matt. 26:1-29 Matt. 26:30-56 Matt. 26:57-75 = Matt. 27:1-26 
Sixth week__-_.__ John 13:1-17 John 13:18-38 John 18:1-18 John 18:19-40 


Seventh week ____Luke 22:1-18 


Tuesday 


Luke 22:19-46 


Luke 22:47-71 


Luke 23:1-25 


Friday Saturday 
Psalm 51:14-19 Titus 2:11-14 
Isaiah 50:6 Psalm 69:4 
Psalm 34:20 Is. 52:13——53, 
Mark 15:16-32 Mark 15:33-47 


Matt, 27:27-44 Matt. 27:45-6é 


John 19:1-18 John 19:19-42 


Luke 23:26-43 Luke 23:44-56 


It could be quite profitable to read these selections in the Revised Standard 
Version or in The New Testament in Modern English, by J. B. Phillips. Another 
approach would be to use The Christ of the Gospels, by William F. Beck. 
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THE LUTHERAN WIT 


CREATIVE HAND — 
“God created man in 
His own image.” 
(Genesis 1:27) 


SPREAD OF SIN — Man's fallen condition as a 
esult of sin (Genesis 3:1-7) is represented by a 
srpent (Satan) coiled around the earth. Man cannot 
save himself. ‘‘All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.’’ (Romans 3:23) 


TEN COMMANDMENTS — The Law we cannot keep. 
“They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.’’ (Psalm 14:3) 


TAU CROSS — Also known as the Cross of Prophecy, 
this symbol points to the coming of the Savior 
from sin. ‘‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a Son and shall call His name Immanuel. . . . The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
(Isaiah 7:14; 53:6) 


STAMENT ALTAR — God asked His 
to offer sacrifices as a reminder that 
would come and give Himself as the 
Sacrifice for sins forever.”’ 
10:12) 


: LAMB OF GOD — Christ is the Fulfillment of both the Old 
; “i Testament sacrifices and the Law. He kept the Law for us and 
a offered Himself as the one perfect Sacrifice for the sins of 

E all men. He suffered the punishment we should be suffering. is es 
; = i e sin of the SER GRE cient ee ab ae Nea as 
/ are a Papert aa Saab abe HOLY SPIRIT — Only the Holy Ghost can 

bring us to the faith which saves eternally. 

“‘No man can say that Jesus is the Lord but 
by the Holy Ghost’’ (1 Corinthians 12:3). “By 
grace are’ye saved, through faith.” 
(Ephesians 2:8) 


EN — Here the believing child of God 
everlasting life with God, who created, 
ed, called, and kept him unto salvation. 
heep hear My voice, and | know them, and 
follow Me; and | give unto them eternal 
(John 10:27, 28) nail 


V2 EDEMPTION 


MEANS OF GRACE — The Holy Spirit works faith in ~ YVMBOLS 


us and keeps us in saving faith through certain 


means: the Word and the Sacraments. “Being born 4 4 
again... by the Word of God, which liveth and By DOUGLAS E. LORIG 


abideth forever.’’ (1 Peter 1:23) 


a : By Robert Preus 
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at Theologians of To 


opular with theologians today is the subject of 
lation. Well-known professors like Emil Br 
of Zurich, Richard Niebuhr of Yale, and 
Baillie of Edinburgh (who died recently) have wy 
books on the subject. We should be grateful that th 
gians are again saying: God has spoken. 

Let us review what Scripture teaches about 
revelation and then evaluate what those theologians 
speak to our more sophisticated and learned audi 
have to say on the subject. 


What Is Revelation? | 

According to Scripture, revelation means to dis 
something formerly unknown, to uncover something! 
merly hidden (Ephesians 3:3; Galatians 1:12; Deute 
omy 29:29). God is always the Author and Subjex 
this revelation; men are the recipients. It should be 
source of our deepest gratitude that God has gracic 
made Himself known to us. 

Throughout Scripture we find God revealing 
self in a variety of ways. Often His revelation wa: 
external act, a visible manifestation, such as the y 
from the burning bush on Mount Horeb, the fire 
thunder from Sinai, the Flood, the pillar of cloud an 
fire which led Israel through the wilderness. 

To Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Moses, and others 
sometimes spoke directly (Exodus 33:11). To 
prophets He often made Himself known in dreams 
visions. 

Later God revealed Himself to the people by mo 
prophets and holy men to speak and write concer 
Him-and His thoughts toward our fallen race. Th 
how we were given the Holy Scriptures, which are 
revealed Word of God. Through this Word our | 
still reveals Himself to us today. 

The crowning revelation of God was the comin 
His Son in the flesh (Hebrews 1:2). All other revel 
culminates in this coming of Jesus. 

God’s revelation sometimes occurs in a gentle n 
ner. This seems to be the case with Luke as he | 
his Gospel or with Paul when he writes a letter. Ono 
occasions a revelation comes under totally different | 
ditions. For instance, the risen Christ confronts 
directly on the road to Damascus, blinds him, and 
him on a different course (Acts 9:1-9). Another 
Paul was actually withdrawn from the external we 
caught up to the third heaven, where he beheld the 
speakable glory of God. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4) 


Past Revelation in Action and Word 


It is an opinion strangely prevailing today that G 
past revelation “does not mean a supernaturally reve 
doctrine but God’s mighty acts for man’s salvati 
This is the position of the noted Swiss theologian | 
Brunner — and also of Karl Barth. Their view im 
that Scripture is not revelation but merely a recor 
revelation. 

We agree that God reveals Himself in His rede 
uve acts. But the inspired Scriptures, which alone 
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to disclose the true significance of these acts, are 
a revelation. Without the interpretative Word, 
s acts would be mere phenomena, wonders perhaps, 
ittle more. 
t is true that sometimes God’s actions need no word 
xplanation, as when the Red Sea destroys the 
tians (Exodus 14) or when the earth swallows up 
1h, Dathan, and Abiram (Numbers 16). But usually 
\terpretative ward is necessary if these revelatory acts 
1ot to remain impenetrable enigmas to us. 
Such is the case with Christ’s life and death and res- 
tion. The New Testament is more than a mere 
an record of Christ’s activities. It is a disclosure of 
meaning of Christ’s work. It is revelation. By recit- 
for us God’s gracious will and saving acts, Scripture 
als God, somewhat.as a portrait reveals its subject. 


God’s Revelation Today 


God’s revelation is not merely something of the past, 
ribed finally in a book. God reveals Himself also 
y. This important truth is rightly emphasized by 
lern theologians. But again a strange twist is given 
old teaching. It is said that God reveals Himself 
ays directly and by personal confrontation, the way 
might reveal yourself to a friend if you met him and 
yned at him or embraced him. 

God reveals Himself, it is said, not things about Him- 
_ There is no such thing as revealed truth or revealed 
irine. John Baillie says, “God does not give us infor- 
ion by communication; He gives us Himself in com- 
ion.” 

Now it goes without saying that God reveals Himself 
is, and in so doing He confronts us. But our Lord 
ts us today in His Word, the Word of the apostles 


|. Grace — 
(A) man’s love for God 
(B) God's care for His children 
(C) God's undeserved favor 


2. Covet . 
(A) desire strongly 
(B) seek wrongfully 
(C) cover deceitfully 


_ 3. Absolution ; 
(A) prayer of confession 
- (B) declaring free from sin 
(C) being sure of the truth 
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and prophets (John 17:20). And therein God does 
reveal “information by communication”: information 
regarding sin, grace, judgment, mercy, Christ, eternal 
life. This is how He reveals Himself today. 

Prof. Baillie’s fancy implies that there is no true 
revelation without our receiving it. To be sure, God 
always reveals Himself to people. And by every self- 
disclosure He would have men embrace Him, trust in 
Him, and love Him. But our faith and obedience do not 
add to God’s revelation or make it so. 

The epiphany of the Christ Child was complete 
whether or not Herod and his scribes followed the star. 
Christ’s resurrection does not depend for its validity on 
our accepting it and living in it. Sometimes revelation 
was given to unbelievers (Pilate’s wife, Caiaphas). 

We might ask, Why do modern theologians deny 
that Scripture is revelation? Why do they deny that in 
Scripture God reveals things about Himself? It is be- 
cause they have abandoned the doctrine that Scripture 
is the Word and voice of God. And they no longer 
believe that Scripture always tells the truth. 

When we believe Scripture to be not a mere human 
record but God’s own Word, we understand that Scrip- 
ture is also revelation — just as any man’s own word, 
which expresses his thoughts and deeds, is a revelation 
of the man. And so we thank God that His revelation 
is at hand, always available for us. 

If the La Scala Opera Company in Milan filmed 
a production of // Trovatore, you and I could see and 
appreciate this opera in our local theater. In somewhat 
similar manner the Bible makes contemporary and real 
for us all the mighty, redemptive acts of God: the exodus, 
the atonement, Christ’s resurrection. And when we re- 
pair to this divine Word, we know God is speaking. 


Testing Your Religious Vocabulary 
- — By Richard J. Scholz _ 
Following are words often used in religious discussions, articles, 
‘and sermons. Test your understanding by checking the definition 
which you think comes closest in meaning to the key word. 
A score of four correct answers is average; five, good; six, @X- 
cellent. Answers are on page Zi. os 


oe Righteousness 
(A) spiritual self-satisfaction 
(B) Christ’s. perfect obedience 
(C) right decisions 


5. Hallow | 
(A) feel holy 
(B) look holy 
(C) keep holy 

6. Quinquagesima 
(A) Sunday before Lent 
(B). fifth Sunday in Lent 
(C) fifty-day period 
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Twice the name of Dr. Walter F. 
Wolbrecht was one of three proposed 
to Synod’s directorate by the Commit- 
tee on Nominations as top candidates 
for the office of Synod’s Executive Di- 
rector. Twice the candidate elected 
(Dr. Albert G. Huegli, April 1960, and 
Rev. William H. Kohn, August 1960) 
declined the appointment. 

When the Board on Jan. 13, 1961, 
made its third choice for this important 
administrative position, the directors 
were '!‘completely unanimous in their 
selection” of Dr. Wolbrecht, reported 
President John W. Behnken. 

There never was any dagubt about the 
45-year-old executive's qualifications for 
the key postin the administrative setup 
adopted by the San Francisco conven- 
tion. “Dr, Wolbrecht has real admin- 
istrative ability, which he has shown in 
many ways,’ Dr. Behnken said. “He 
has been’ connected with our educa- 
tional system as instructor, associate 
professor, business manager, registrar, 
college president, and Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board for Higher Educa- 
tion.” 

In this third election, as in the first 
and second, the Board of Directors was 
“much aware” of Dr. Wolbrecht’s value 
to the BHE, according to First Vice- 
President Oliver R. Harms. “But as 
Executive Director,” Dr. Harms said, 

“he would serve not one but all depart- 
ments of Synod, and he would still be 
Closely associated with higher educa- 
tion.” 

Dr. Harms, chairman of the Synod- 
ical Survey Commission, explained that 
the Executive Director will be ‘the ex- 
ecutive officer of the Board of Directors 
and chairman of the Council of Admin- 
istrators. The Council, according to the 
plan adopted, is to consist of the heads 
of the various divisions (World Mis- 
sions, North American Missions, Higher 
Education, Parish Education and Serv- 
ICES meLCy) 

Through the Executive Director all 
matters of Synod’s departments, boards, 
and committees will be brought to the 
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SYNOD’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


L. to r.: Walter Koch, Denver; Clarence Anling, Santa | : 
Calif.; Ray Rauscher, Controller; Dr. George W. Witt 
St Louis, Third Vice-President; Dr. E. T. Bernthal, Det 
Rev. William A. Buege, Minneapolis; Dr. Walter C. Birk 
Fort Wayne, Secretary; Dr. John W. Behnken, Chairr 
Dr. Oliver R. Harms, First Vice- -President; Dr. Arthur C. } 
San Francisco, Fourth Vice- President; Dr. Lawrence B. Me 
Planning Counselor; Rev. William H. Kohn, Hyattsville, | 
William F, Fenske, Grosse Pointe, Mich.; Jay Pfotenha 
San Francisco; Dr. John Boehne, Washingien, De Ce Dr 
tin E. Strieter, Rock Island, Ill., Treasurer. Absent: Dr. Ro 
P. Wiederaenders, Corpus Christ Tex., Second Vice-Presi 
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eyer — special consultant 


gro Missions — an offer 


rictly Presidential 


ard of Directors for policy action; 
rough him all decisions of the Board 
Directors will be brought to the syn- 
ical agencies. 

In this way, Dr. Harms pointed out, 
e Executive Director will assist Syn- 
’s President in administering the 
airs of the church. The Director’s 
sistance will virtually be restricted to 
ministration of Synod’s departments. 
nly in “a very limited way,” Dr. 
arms said, “will the Executive Direc- 
rt be involved in the President’s func- 
on of supervising the doctrine and 
ractice of the church.” 


Special Consultant 


Because the office of Executive Di- 
ctor includes duties formerly carried 
ut by the Planning Counselor’s o‘fice, 
r. Lawrence B. Meyer, incumbent 
ince 1950, by resolution of the Board 
f Directors will be “special consultant 
» the Board of Directors” until the 
962 synodical convention, according 
o President Behnken. 

As soon as the Executive Director 
akes office, Dr. Behnken added in ex- 
slanation, he will be the executive offi- 
er of the Board of Directors. How- 
sver, the President said, “the Board wiil 
ind occasion to draw on the vast store 
xf knowledge and experience Dr. Meyer 
yas gained throughout his 43 years of 
ervice to the church.” He may be 
ssked to do research and make on-the- 
spot surveys at the direction of the 
Board. 

Commissioned as a missionary to 
China after his graduation from the 
St. Louis seminary in 1917, Dr. Meyer 
served as president of Synod’s Hankow 
seminary until 1925. A year later the 
Board of Directors named him Director 
of Publicity for the Missouri Synod. 
In developing a program of missionary 
and stewardship education, he recog- 
nized at a relatively early date the value 
of audio-visual aids. 

During and after World War HeDr; 
Meyer was active in prisoner-of-war and 
relief work. He served as executive 
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olbrecht — unanimous choice 


rvey Commission — potsed 


director of the National Advisory Emer- 
gency Planning Council and directed 
the Peace Thankoffering. He also made 
arrangements for postwar contacts with 
the Free Churches in Germany and for 
closer alliance with European churches 
through the Bad Boll doctrinal confer- 
ences. 

“Much of Dr. Meyer’s work was sel- 
dom seen or recognized,” Dr. Harms 
commented. “He made extensive prep- 
arations for Board meetings, co-ordi- 
nated matters for fiscal conferences, 
took charge of behind-the-scenes ar- 
rangements for synodical conventions 
and other important church functions, 
and supervised ‘Today’s Business’ for 
the conventions. In general he relieved 
the President of many demanding ad- 
ministrative details.” 

Both the President and the First Vice- 


‘President expressed happiness that Dr. 


Meyer’s “long, faithful service to the 
church” will not terminate with the 
successful appointment of an Executive 
Director but will be “put to good use” 
in a special capacity. 


Poised for Action 


Successful appointment of an Execu- 
tive Director is of special concern to 
Dr. Harms, chairman of the Implemen- 
tation Committee, for “much of the 
implementation of the reorganization 
program depends on this central fig- 
ure — the Executive Director.” 

The committee, said Dr. Harms, “is 
poised for action as soon as a SUCCESS" 
ful appointment to the office has been 
made.” 

In recent months subcommittees of 
the Synodical Survey Commission have 
made “considerable progress” in a 
study of the 15 points referred to the 
group by the San Francisco convention. 

“This is a tremendous job,” the com- 
mission’s chairman remarked, “and our 
schedule calls for getting proposals into 
the hands of the delegates at least six 
months before the 1962 convention in 
Cleveland. This means we must be 
ready by the end of this year.” 
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Members of the commission will have 
a “retreat week” in August, Dr. Harms 
reported. During this week the group 
will “grind out” all proposals to be 
made and later “refine” them for pub- 
lication and synodical action. 


Negro Missions 


In weighing again the subject of the 
proposed new campus at Selma, Ala., 
Dr. Behnken said, the Board of Direc- 
tors “gave thorough consideration to 
the entire question of Negro missions.” 

Upshot of the discussion, he reported, 
was that “our Board of Directors will 
offer to have Synod assume responsi- 
bility for all Negro mission work now 
being carried on by the Synodical Con- 
ference. This would include subsidizing 
congregations and complete financial 
responsibility for the training of Ne- 
groes as pastors and teachers.” 

President Behnken added that the 
Board hoped to place this “offer” on the 
agenda of the recessed convention of 
the Synodical Conference in Milwaukee, 
May 17—19. 


Other Business 


The Directors authorized appoint- 
ment of an assistant executive secre- 
tary of the Board for World Missions. 
This executive will fill the post vacated 
by Executive Secretary Herman Tae 
Koppelmann when he succeeded Dr. 
O. H. Schmidt. 

To fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Executive Secretary Mel- 
vin F, Schlake, associated with Family 
Films since Feb. 1, the Lutheran TV 
Productions Committee was authorized 
to engage the services of Dr. ESR 
Bertermann as the committee’s acting 
executive secretary. Dr. Bertermann, 
executive secretary of the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod Foundation, 
has “gotten the work of the Foundation 
well established and organized,” Dr. 
Harms said. “With his remarkable ca- 
pacity for service, we believe that he 

(Continued on page 21) 
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On our way to Five Falls. To the front are Messrs. 
Dharman and Appukuttan. The women students 
in the right foreground include Mariam David, 
Vijayamma, Hepzibah, Saralla, and me. Other 
students are ahead or trailing the group. 


Women dry their grain on the road. Cars, 
people, and animals have to go over the grain. 


View of the lovely scenery around Courtallam 
showing a Shaivite Hindu temple with its 
vermillion and white striped walls. L. to r.: 
Teacher L. E. Meinzen, our student adviser, 
Mr. Sasi, Mr. Solomon, Mr. Girard. 


By Miss R. Sarassama 


Rain clouds of a dying monsoon and dripping, jungl 
crowned mountains formed the background for our L 
theran college students’ retreat in Courtallam, South Indi 
last October. 

During the three-day retreat we studied and reflect 
on the general theme, “God at Work.” In several stu 
periods we discussed various facets — God at work in o 
families, our church, Christian education, and social welfat 
Two debates and panel discussions added much to the edif 
ing retreat, which also featured excursions to places of h 
torical and religious interest. 

We were much refreshed by drinking of the pure wat 
of life at this retreat. It emboldened us in our person 
efforts to share our Christian faith with others. 

Our retreat experience forcefully reminded us of wh 
Isaiah said long ago: “I, the Lord, have called Thee .. . f 
a Light of the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes.... Yea 
My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servants whe 
I have chosen.” (Isaiah 42:6, 7; 43:10) 
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At the Hindu temple near our bungalow 

Mr. Appukuttan (left), president of our Lutheran 
College Students’ Association, and Mr. Sasi, 

a guest and Hindu student-friend, discuss the 
worship images standing between them. 

Mr. Appukuttan, a fine Christian witness, tells 
Mr. Sasi that these images are lifeless and useless 
things and that it is futile to worship them. 


me to eat. At the left is Rev. Vishwanathan, our 
aplain. Next to him is Mr. Tennyson, B. Sc., B.T.. 
etreat instructor and high school teacher. 


the left Miss Nora Mitchell (teacher) is seen 
inting out a spot of interest to Miss Adeline 

nk (deaconess). One Lutheran student is look- 
g into the cavelike spot with several fireplaces 
ed in worship during festival days. 


Scene at Five Falls. A man is bathing under one 
of the falls, hoping that somehow his bath will 
bring certain merit. Railings were built by the 
government for bathers who crowd these falls 
during Hindu festival days. 


Can God hold it against us 


f if we think or desire things 


e against our will? 


The simplest answer to this question 
is found Rom. 7:19-24, where the apos- 
tle Paul so bitterly laments the per- 
verseness of his heart, which made 
him act contrary to God’s will despite 
his best intentions. This statement ap- 
pears even weightier when we reflect 
that it was not Paul the new convert 
but Paul the seasoned veteran of the 
cross who penned these words in later 
life. Thoughts and desires which vio- 
late God’s will are not innocent or 
“tax-free,” aS some suppose, but sinful 
and evil. (Gen. 6:5; “8:25 Matt: 
sit) 

For our comfort and encouragement, 
however, the same apostle says in the 


same context: “There is now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus. .. . For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:1,2). These unwilled evil 
thoughts and desires of Christians are 
sins of weakness which God graciously 
forgives, even as all their righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags in His sight. 
God judges the believer according 
to the new man, not according to the 
old man, and does not hold the evil 
deeds of his flesh against him. Though 
sin still rages in the Christian, he is 
not therefore condemned, because his 
spirit, mind, and will are born again. 
They are good and just and strive 
against sin, but only so long as the 
individual remains in the faith. With- 
out faith there is no remission of sin. 


the 
in Rey. 


What is meant by 
“Book of Life” 


7 


@ 21:27 and other places? 


Earliest mention of the Book of Life 
in the Bible is found in Moses’ request 
to God, recorded Ex. 32:32. Other Old 
Testament references to such a book, 
though worded differently, are found in 


Is. 4:3 and Dan. 12:1. In the New 
Testament the term is used in Luke 
10:20; Phil. 4:3, and at least seven 


times in the Book of Revelation. (3:5, 
[Soe Orel oor LST 21 soys 
DIE NED) 


Perhaps the best way to explain the 
meaning of this term is to say that it is 
a symbol representing the full roster of 
God’s elect, all who will inherit eternal 
life. It can also be equated with God’s 
memory, which knows every last one 
of His true children \(2 Tim. 2:19). 
Jesus’ expression for it is having one’s 
name written in heaven (Luke 10:20). 
John’s description in Rev. 13:8 is brief 
but comprehensive: “the Book of Life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world.” 

We ought to be careful not to place 
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membership in a Christian congrega- 
tion or the mere profession of being 
a Christian on a level with having one’s 
name in the Book of Life, as Christ 
cautions in Matt. 7:21-23. To have 
one’s name written in the Book of Life 
is the same as being a true believer, 
chosen by God from all eternity unto 
eternal life. (Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13) 

In Rey. 20:12 other books are men- 
tioned, namely, those in which the sins 
of. unbelievers are recorded, whether 
sins of thoughts, desires, words, or 
deeds. Those whose names are recorded 
in the Book of Life, the true believers 
in Jesus Christ, will not come into con- 
demnation (John 3:18; 5:24). They 
are judged only according to their good 
works, not according to their sins, which 
have been forgiven for Christ’s sake 
(Rom. 8:1). Christ does not even men- 
tion their evil works in His description 
of the final Judgment (Matt. 25:34-40). 
These books are symbolic of God’s un- 
erring memory of even the innermost 
thoughts of men’s hearts. (Rom. 2:16; 
il Cor, 4eSis Jello, Ze 1183) 

God’s grace alone can write a name 
in the Book of Life and keep it there. 
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? What significance, if an 
there in the fact that P 
bad dent Kennedy took his 
of office on a Douay ( 

man Catholic) Bible? 


Placing one’s hand on a Bible wi 
taking an oath is not an integral | 
of swearing, but a customary wa 
adding solemnity to the occasion. | 
essential thing in taking an oath 
office is not the particular versio r 
the Bible used — use of the Bible 1 
be omitted — but the sincerity w 
which the oath is made and that 
oath be sworn by the name of the 1 


God. (Deut. 6:13; 10:20) 
? What right has a Luthe' 
pastor to forgive sins 
e the stead and by the ca 
mand of Christ”? 


The Jewish scribes were right wi 
they said, “Who can forgive sins 
God only?” But they were wrong 
accusing Jesus of blasphemy for fF 
nouncing forgiveness upon the pals 
man (Mark 2:5-7). They did not ri 
ize that He, being God Himself, f 
sessed this authority. 

The same Jesus delegated this 
thority to His church. In Matt. 16 
He promised this power to Peter, 
Matt. 18:18 to all His apostles, anc 
John 20:23 and Luke 24:47 to 
apostles and others. According to M 
18:17 this authority is a church po’ 
which is publicly carried out by 
minister on behalf of the church. 
Cors202 valsol Cor. o37il 7s ae 
2iCor4 sy) 

No minister has the right in or 
himself to forgive sins. This power 
longs to God alone. But God 
empower men to do this on His beh 
And He has done so, as the Matthew 
and 18 passages show. He has gi 
authority to His church. Each belie 
possesses this right by virtue of 
royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9) 

Since only qualified men should 
given the oversight of the churches 
do the preaching and the teaching (/ 
20:28; 1 Cor..4;13 1 Tim: 322-7 
1:5-9), so also the public pronous 
ment of forgiveness is in genera 
function of the ministry in line \ 
Christ’s command and on behalf 
the congregation. In emergency si 
tions, however, any believer can abs 
another — by virtue of his member 
in the church, to which Christ gave 
power. O. E. Sou 
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everal years before the Missouri 
ynod was organized, Dr. C. F. W. 
alther, its acknowledged leader from 
847 until his death in 1887, had con- 
luded that the theological foundations 
f the Lutheran Church in America 
hould be strengthened. How? By 
more penetrating study of the Scrip- 
ures, by unswerving loyalty to the 
utheran Confessions, by a revival of 
nterest in Luther, and by the study of 
lassical theologians. 
Lutheran theology, however, was to 
€ practical. Walther had no patience 
ith quarrels regarding “purely theo- 
ogical problems.” Doctrine must pene- 
trate the Christian’s thought, will, and 
life. Such theology must center in justi- 
fication by grace through faith. 
Walther took as his motto the words 
of Luther: “This one article rules and 
always shall rule in my heart, namely, 
the faith in my dear Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the sole Beginning, Middle, and 
End of all the spiritual and godly 
thoughts which I shall ever have by 
day or night.” Justification, which he 
defined briefly as ‘“‘a forensic [judicial] 
xct of God whereby the sinner is re- 
zarded and declared righteous before 
God,” Walther considered the basis of 
ill Christian thought and action. 


Though classical theologians like 
Chemnitz, Gerhard, Meisner, J. Arndt, 
ind Weller in a measure stressed the 
joctrine of justification by grace 
hrough faith, Walther repeatedly as- 
erted that Luther was the greatest 
vhampion of this teaching since apos- 
Olic times. Walther agreed with Lu- 
her that the doctrine of justification 
‘annot be mastered. “We are always 
© be pupils; it is always master.” 

Walther pointed out that Protestants 
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in general formally endorsed this doc- 
trine; yet many of its noted preachers 
were “sour Law preachers.”’ Their ser- 
mons often caused impenitent sinners to 
feel secure because they were diligent 
in church attendance, contributed to 
missions, or had a pious demeanor. 

Those who make “strict orthodoxy” 
their goal, Walther noted, are apt to 
stray from the truth of salvation for 
the sinner by the grace of God through 
acceptance of the promises in Jesus. 
They concentrate on opposing “reputed 
heresy,’ “all that has the appearance 
of laxity,” and “ecclesiasticism.” 

Thus they lose sight of this center 
of Christianity, he said. Pure doctrine 
is a matter of relationship, of harmony 
“with the article of justification before 
God by grace alone through faith in 
Jesus.” One who understands this doc- 
trine will teach others correctly. 


In those of his writings which are 
widely known Walther sought to uphold 
justification. In the development of the 
doctrine of the church, for example, his 
concern was that membership in a Visi- 
ble church should not be placed along- 
side faith as a requirement of salvation 
and thus “make the church a supple- 
mentary savior.” 

For the same reason he rejected the 
proposition: “The visible orthodox 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is the one 
holy Christian catholic church outside 
which there is no salvation.” From 
the vantage point of justification Wal- 
ther also wanted “invisible church” un- 
derstood: “When I say, ‘Outside the 
invisible church there is no salvation,’ 
this means only: Outside Christendom, 
in which alone Christ and His means 
of grace are present, there is no salva- 
tion.” 
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By Erwin Lueker 


In this way Walther endeavored to 
center his doctrine in the truth that the 
sinner is righteous for Christ’s sake 
through faith; he believed this to be the 
“teaching with which the church stands 
or falls.” Hence he felt that disagree- 
ment in other parts of doctrine indi- 
cated disagreement in this doctrine. 
For it involves the truths that man is 
lost in sin and cannot save himself; 
that Christ was made to be sin for us 
in order that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him; that the 
Gospel in all its forms is a dynamic 
power which brings salvation by gener- 
ating faith in Christ; that through faith 
We participate in the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus; that such faith leads 
to new life which pleases God. 


Walther was especially concerned that 
the Christian life be understood as 
founded in justification. Good works 
are not self-devised activities but the ex- 
pression of the new life of obedience 
to Christ within one’s vocation. 

Though we rank Walther high among 
those who upheld doctrinal and con- 
fessional earnestness, we cannot forget 
in this anniversary year that he pointed 
out some of his own failures and em- 
phasized that human beings are liable 
to error. He did not attain all his ob- 
jectives. His activity aroused deter- 
mined opposition; he failed to unite 
confessional Lutherans; he was involved 
in bitter controversies, especially in his 
last years; he, like Luther, was not and 
is not a supplementary savior. 

Yet we do well to follow the example 
of Walther, who looked to the doctrine 
of justification “as a bright torch in 
whose light he always hoped to find the 
right path through the labyrinth of these 
last times.” 
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Peter Gottfried, /5-year-old pastor’s son and promising 
musician, struggles in the dilemma posed by Question No.7 
whether to advance his career at the price 

of his Christian convictions. Christian de Bresson, 

young French actor who plans to study theology, 

has the film’s most demanding role. 


“Free German Youth,” organization used by the state 
to compete with the church in the battle 
for the minds and souls of youth 


Showing 


in Key Centers 
Throughout World 


See YOU ARE 15. You live in 
East Germany, and your father is a 
preacher. You are going places in mu- 
sic, with a chance to enter the conser- 
vatory. To get in, you must fill out 
a government questionnaire to show 
you are politically reliable. You come 
to a question that jars you. The “right” 
answer will win the authorities’ ap- 
proval, but it will mean selling out your 
parents, your conscience, your God. 

This is the soul-testing “war of 
nerves” situation that has given the 
title Question Seven to the new Lu- 
theran Film Associates feature movie 
now being readied for premiére show- 
ings in key centers throughout the 
world. 

The world premiere, according to 
Robert E. A. Lee, executive secretary 
of LFA, is scheduled for Milwaukee 
early in March. 

Produced by Louis de Rochemont 
Associates, who also produced the Mar- 
tin Luther film for LFA, Question 
Seven dramatizes the struggle for sur- 
vival of the church in East Germany 
under the pressure of atheistic Com- 
munism. 

The story centers in the dilemma 
faced by Lutheran Pastor Friedrich 
Gottfried in giving spiritual leadership 
to his people under the subversive dom- 
ination of a godless regime. 


Heightening the pastor’s difficulties 
is the fact that his predecessor has beer 
jailed and his son is being used as 
a tool in the state’s war of nerves 
against the church. 

“While the setting of this nlm is 
East Germany,” Lee notes, “it coulc 
just as well be Cuba or Hungary. The 
story is both timely and timeless.” 

Question Seven, like Martin Luther 
was written by Allan Sloane, producec 
by Lothar Wolff, and filmed on locatior 
in Germany with an international cas 
of stars. All filming was done in Wes 
Berlin and Moelln, a West Germar 
town only five miles from the East Ger 
man border. 

According to Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
who assisted as adviser for the filming 
a preview showing for church leader 
in Germany “elicited a response tha 
was unanimously more _ enthusiastic 
than was given first showings of Marti 
Luther. Reaction reported at spot pre 
views for selected groups of minister 
and theater men indicates that Questio. 
Seven may repeat the success scored b 
Martin Luther eight years ago. 

Co-operating in Lutheran Film As 
sociates are the National Luthera 
Council, The American  Luthera 
Church, The Lutheran Church — Mis 
souri Synod, The United Luthera: 
Church in America, and the Augustan 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


Pastor Friedrich Gottfried, played by British actor 


Michael Gwynn, symbolizes hundreds 


of clergymen, mainly Lutheran, who daily 


encounter the Communist oppression 
brought to view in Question Seven. 


Urges Co-operation with 
President Kennedy 


President Kennedy should receive 
atchful co-operation” from mem- 
ts of ail religious faiths so long as he 
Ifills his magnificent pledges to sup- 
rt total separation of church and 
te,’ says Paul Blanshard, controver- 


Addressing a mass rally in Consti- 
tion Hall sponsored by Protestants 
d Other Americans United for Sepa- 
tion of Church and State (POAU), 
Blanshard expressed confidence 
at Mr. Kennedy will fulfill his pledges 
d pointed out that his appointments 
office have shown “absolutely no 


” 
. 


mt 


Blanshard charged, however, 
at the Roman Catholic hierarchy in 
e United States still holds a view 
n tax support of parochial schools and 
urch institutions “which is flatly op- 
osed to that of the Supreme Court.” 
He accused the majority of the na- 
on’s press, radio, and television with 
aving made the “false assumption” 
uring the 1960 Presidential campaign 
hat all criticism of the Roman Catho- 
ic Church is “simply prejudice.” 
POAU in its annual report for 1960 
Iso praised President Kennedy for his 
ampaign promise to maintain “ab- 
solute separation of church and state.” 
The report said POAU would watch 
he President “with anxious concern, 
elieving that his personal outlook is 
more advanced than that of his church.” 
In another statement paralleling the 
Blanshard comments the POAU review 
Jeplored “an unfortunate tendency in 
he press in the recent Presidential 
campaign to brand as a ‘bigot’ any re- 
alistic critic who believed that the 
0licv of the Roman Catholic Church 
vas not consistent with the United 
States Constitution.” 


‘Breached the Wall” 


Vermont’s Supreme Court has af- 
irmed a lower court ruling that use of 
ax-raised funds to pay tuition for pu- 
ils attending Roman Catholic high 
chools was contrary to both the state 
ind U. S. constitutions. Superior Judge 
Nilliam C. Hill, who had ruled as un- 
‘onstitutional tuition payments made by 
he South Burlington School Board to 
wo Roman Catholic schools, declared 
hat such payments have “breached the 
vall” of the church-state separation 
yrinciple in the Federal and state con- 
titutions. 
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Reflecting “overjoyment” — Pastor Wildgrube and vacation Bible school pupils 
of his mission in the center of Chinatown, Vancouver, B.C., Can. 


NEW MISSION IN VANCOUVER’S CHINATOWN 
“OVERJOYED,” SAYS YOUNG MISSIONARY 


Wah Yan Lo Duck Gow Wee (Chi- 
nese Lutheran Church) is “overjoyed.” 
Climaxing its five-year struggle in Van- 
couver’s Chinatown — third-largest on 
the continent — mite-size Prince of 
Peace Congregation has acquired a 
building which will be converted into 
a chapel and parish hall. 

“Most congregations would be pretty 
disappointed to have this property,” 
says Rev. Paul F. Wildgrube, installed 
last July as first permanent missionary 
at Prince of Peace. “It is an old, de- 
teriorated building, located in a com- 
munity where two and three families 
live in houses built to accommodate one. 
Conditions are crowded, and the area 
is run down, but we are happy .. . 
overjoyed, for we will now be located 
right in the center of Chinatown.” 

Mission work began in the commun- 
ity of 15,000 Chinese in the British 
Columbia port city just five years ago. 
James Lawson, former member of True 
Light Lutheran Church in New York’s 
Chinatown, found in his contacts with 
a Chinese youth league that a number 
of boys did not know of Christ. When 
Lawson drew this mission opportunity 
to the attention of his congregation, 
Bethlehem, Vancouver, it immediately 
opened a Sunday school in the area. 

Two years !ater the Alberta and Brit- 
ish Columbia District took a hand in 
developing this “foreign” field by ask- 
ing Springfield seminary vicar Henry B. 
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Wong to open a store-front mission. Be- 
ginnings were “hard and disappointing,” 
according to Pastor Wildgrube. 

Under Vicar Roger Humann, Wong’s 
successor, the good will gradually gained 
in the community resulted in capacity 
crowds for Christmas and Good Friday 
services. A vacation Bible school drew 
an overflow enrollment. 

“Each day I learn a little more pa- 
tience and realize that of necessity our 
work must be slow,” says Pastor Wild- 
grube, who now lists 44 children in 
Prince of Peace Sunday School. To 
shock the people out of their seeming 
apathy, he explains, can “shock them 
right out of the church of Jesus Christ. 
It has been found that the best way to 
work on my people is by a witness of 
your love for them in Christ.” 

Adding to the little flock’s “overjoy- 
ment” at its brightening future is the 
new interest shown by fellow Christians 
in Canada and the United States. A de- 
cision by the Lutheran Women’s Mis- 
sionary League of the Alberta and Brit- 
ish Columbia District to grant the Van- 
couver mission a portion of its mite-box 
offerings, and the gift of the quarterly 
mission offerings from St. Paul’s Sunday 
School, New Orleans, are recent “lifts” 
cited by the young missionary. 

“What means more to us,” he adds, 
“are the prayers that accompany this 
financial help. We know they will be 
heard.” 
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ForTY YEARS OF SERVICE on Synod’s Board for Missions to the Deaf were remem- 


bered on the 80th birthday (Jan. 8) of John P. Miller, Minneapolis, shown receiving 
a testimonial from Rev. Ernest R. Drews (right), chairman of the Board, and 


Rey. Erwin E. Schroeder, secretary. 


REPLIES TO CARDINAL SPELLMAN’S STAND 
ON FEDERAL AID TO PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


“Let Cardinal Spellman speak for 
himself. He does not speak for us Lu- 
therans,” said Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, 
Director of Public Relations for the 
Missouri Synod, in a statement to the 
press concerning Federal aid to paro- 
chial schools. 

Dr. Hoffmann made his statement in 
response to an assertion by the Roman 
Catholic prelate that exclusion of paro- 
chial schools from allocation of Federal 
funds would discriminate against Lu- 
theran, Baptist, Catholic, or Jewish par- 
ents — “Americans all.” 

“As Americans who accept the tradi- 
tional American policy of church-state 
separation, we Lutherans would not feel 
discriminated against if Federal funds 
were appropriated for public schools 
only,” commented Dr. Hoffmann. “In 
fact, we think that Federal assistance, 
if there has to be such assistance, should 
be restricted to public schools. 

“Denial of Federal aid to parochial 
schools deprives no one of freedom of 
mind and ‘freedom of religion guar- 
anteed by our country’s constitution.’ ” 

Dr. Homann continued: “Attempts 
to break down church-state separation 
could very well result in the eventual 
loss of those freedoms. There is only 
a short step from the securing of goy- 
ernment support for church-sponsored 
elementary education to the kind of 
church interference in the process of 
government which was evident in 
Puerto Rico during the last election.” 
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In response to Cardinal Spellman’s 
complaint of unfairness in taxing church 
members for public schools when they 
support their own denominational 
schools, Dr. Hoffmann quoted Dr. John 
W. Behnken, President of Synod: “We 
constantly urge the members of our 
congregations to give willing support 
to the public schools of our country 
through upright and honest payment of 
taxes for the purpose.” 

Noting that President Kennedy stated 
emphatically in the pre-election cam- 
paign that “the principle of church- 
state separation precludes aid to paro- 
chial schools,” Dr. Hoffmann said, ‘““We 
Lutherans agree with the President 
rather than with the Cardinal.” 


Heads Research Project 
On Minority Groups 


Ross P. Scherer, professor of sociol- 
ogy and social work at Valparaiso 
(Ind.) University, is conducting a sur- 
vey On minority group relations in con- 
gregations of the Missouri Synod. 

Professor Scherer, who is serving as 
study director of the project under 
a $3,500 grant from the Board for 
Missions in North and South America, 
has sent questionnaires to 675 Missouri 
Synod pastors. His mailing list con- 
centrates heavily on metropolitan areas 
and includes lighter samplings in small 
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communities and rural areas throughou 
the 50 states. 

The survey deals with the relationshi 
between congregations and their com 
munities, especially communities wit 
Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Mexican 
Puerto Rican, Filipino, Jewish, ane 
Negro groups. 

The project director plans to do mor 
detailed studies of congregations jy 
which some degree of integration ha 
taken place, concentrating on the techf 
niques and patterns of the integration 
process. | 

Survey results will be used to for} 
mulate policies making Synod’s mis} 
sion outreach more inclusive. 

Members of the subcommittee ir 
charge of the research project are: Dri 
Robert H. Mugge (chairman), Depart| 
ment of Health, Education, and Well 
fare, Washington, D.C., and membe} 
of the Board for Missions in North and 
South America; Dr. E. H. Buchheimer 
pastor of Our Savior Church, Detroit 
Prof. David Schuller of the St. Lout 
seminary; and Dr. William H. Hillmer 
Executive Secretary of the Board. 


70% of Minnesotans 
Listed as “Churched” 


Of Minnesota’s total 1960 populai 
tion of 3,413,864, the Minnesota Coun) 
cil of Churches reports, 2,456.396 per 
sons, or 70 per cent, are associatec 
with some form of organized religion 

Based on membership statistics fur 
nished by officers or clergymen of eact 
religious body, the report shows tha 
of the 2,456,396 persons with religiou: 
affiliations 61 per cent are Protestant 
related; 34 Roman Catholic; 2, Easterr 
Orthodox; 2, Jewish. 

About 94 per cent of all Protestant 
related groups are divided among eigh 
denominations: Lutherans (seve 
bodies), 61 per cent; Methodist, 11 
Presbyterians, 9; Baptist (three bodies) 
4; Congregationalist, 4; Episcopal, 3 
Evangelical United Brethren, 1; Evan 
gelical and Reformed, 1. 

Other Protestants are affiliated wit 
[5 different church bodies. 

In the Missouri Synod’s 1959 Statis 
tical Yearbook Minnesota, with 882,10 
Lutherans, ranks second (Pennsylvani 
— 942.825) among the states with th 
highest number of Lutherans. Th 
greatest concentration of Missou 
Synod Lutherans, according to th 
Yearbook, is in Carver County, Minn 
where more than 40 per cent of th 
population belongs to churches of th 
Synod. 
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larmed by Decline of 
inisterial Students 


ome !,000 fewer persons are pre- 
ing for the ministry this school 
r than last year, the American As- 
lation of Theological Schools re- 
ted at its recent meeting in Dayton, 
10. 
Enrollment in 122 accredited or as- 
late member schools in the United 
tes and Canada during the autumn 
arter was 20,032, the lowest figure 
five years, the association said. The 
rresponding total in 1959 was 21,088. 
There is “no simple answer” to ex- 
in the decline, according to Dr. 
atles L. Taylor, executive director 
the association. 
Among the factors involved in the 
rollment drop, Dr. Taylor said, are 
e appeal of careers in science, weak 
cruitment programs, increasing costs 
seminary training, the end of the 
I bill for students, a decrease in the 
tal number of graduates trom some 
nominational colleges, and the growth 
Bible schools offering a “short cut” 
ordination. 
Dr. Taylor said the association and 
member schools are “very much” 
ncerned about the quantity and qual- 
y of ministerial students. To counter- 
t the decline, he added, schools are 
orking “very hard” on_ scholarship 
id, recruitment, and adequate housing 
or students. 


Military Academy Gets 
First Lutheran Chaplain 


Rev. James D. Ford, 29, Augustana 
utheran Church pastor, is the first 
utheran to be appointed a chaplain 
t the U.S. Military Academy, West 
oft, N. Y. 

Pastor of Bethany and Elim churches 
t Ivanhoe, Minn., since his ordina- 
on in 1958, Chaplain Ford will serve 
nder Dr. Theodore Speers, chaplain 
t the academy since 1959. 

The new chaplain is a graduate of 
ustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, 
finn., and Augustana Theological 
eminary, Rock Island, Ill. He also 
udied at the University of Heidel- 
erg, Germany. 


West Point is the only one of four , 


|S. service academies where civilians 
‘rye as chaplains. Chaplains at the 
aval Academy, the Air Force Acad- 
ny, and the Coast Guard Academy 
‘e commissioned officers of the Chap- 
ins’ Corps. 
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Early in 1959 legislation was intro- 
duced in the Senate to place religious 
activities at West Point under the Corps 
of Chaplains of the U.S. Army. The 
measure, which has the support of 
several Lutheran groups, including The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, is 
reported to be in committee. 

Since Congress passed legislation in 
1896 for civilian chaplains at the mili- 
tary academy, clergymen who served 
there have been drawn from only two 
Protestant denominations — Episcopal 
and Presbyterian. Jewish and Roman 
Catholic cadets attend services con- 
ducted by civilian clergy of their re- 
spective denominations. 


Executive Directorship 
Offered to Wolbrecht 


Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht, 45, Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Board for Higher 
Education since 1955, has been offered 
the position of Executive Director of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. His appointment to the key 
post in Synod’s new administrative plan 
was made by the Board of Directors, 
which met in St. Louis Jan. 12 and 13. 

Before coming to his native city in 
1954 as Assistant Executive Secretary 
of the BHE, Dr. Wolbrecht was presi- 
dent of St. Paul’s College, Concordia, 


Mo. From 1945 to 1951 he was asso- 
ciated with Concordia Teachers College, 
Seward, Nebr., as professor of religion 
and social sciences, business manager, 
and registrar. He also taught at Con- 
cordia College, Milwaukee, his alma 
mater, for two years after his gradua- 
tion from the St. Louis Seminary (B. A., 
1938). 

Dr. and Mrs. Wolbrecht, the former 
Marie Suedekum of Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., whom he married in 1941, spent 
five years in the parsonage of First Lu- 
theran Church, Missoula, Mont. They 
have three sons: William, Thomas, and 
Timothy. 

Author of numerous articles in pro- 
fessional journals, Dr. Wolbrecht con- 
tinued his studies at the University of 
Chicago, Marquette University, Munic- 
ipal University of Omaha, and the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska (M.A., 1954). He 
received an honorary doctorate of di- 
vinity from the Springfield seminary in 
1956. 

Dr. Wolbrecht served as chairman 
of Synod’s Family Life Committee and 
edited the 1948 yearbook of the Lu- 
theran Education Association. He is a 
member of the American Society of 
Church History, the Lutheran Academy 
for Scholarship, the Association for 
Higher Education, the American Edu- 
cational Research Association, and Phi 
Delta Kappa. 


“EXCEPTIONALLY BEAUTIFUL,” said Dr. John W. Behnken (pointing) of the Lu- 
theran Hour float, first-prize winner in the religious division in the 1961 Tourna- 
ment of Roses parade. Entered by the Southern California District LLL, the float 
pictured the angel choir singing “Glory to God in the Highest.” With Dr. Behn- 
ken is his son Victor, President of Synod’s Southern California District. 


RECONVERSION OF EUROPE MAJOR TASK 
FACING CHRISTIANITY, LUTHERANS 


“Though Europe with its great cathe- 
drals and its Christian past is generally 
thought to be a Christian continent, the 
great majority of its people today are 
pagan as far as the Christian Gospel is 
concerned,” reports the Press Commit- 
tee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of England. 

“The reconversion of Europe is one 
of the major tasks facing Christianity 
and our Lutheran Church in the 20th 
century. This is the theme which was 
repeated again and again throughout 
the historic first meeting of the Inter- 
national Lutheran Pastors’ and Mission 
Conference in St. Andrew’s Church, 
London, Nov. 21—23.” 

Addressing 23 pastors and theolo- 
gians from England, France, Germany, 
Poland, and Belgium, Rev. W. P. Bor- 
gas pointed out that in England alone 
there are between five and six million 
people who have never been baptized 
or have ever had any connection with 
any Christian church. 


“Baptized Pagans” 


The pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Boreham Wood, Middlesex, 
England, also noted: “Of the 65 per 
cent of England’s population that is 
baptized in the Church of England only 
a fraction actually maintain any real, 
living connection with the established 
church. Only a small proportion of 
those baptized are ever confirmed. The 
great masses just drift spiritually, with 
complete aimlessness, through life to 
eternity. They rarely, if ever, see the 
inside of a church, and as far as their 
knowledge of the Christian faith is con- 
cerned, they haven’t the faintest idea.” 

Most of the so-called English and 
European Christians are nothing but 
“baptized pagans,” he added. They are 
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drifting through life not knowing “what 
it is to have a real anchor to hold to.” 

“They are being wooed — and many 
of them are being won — by all kinds 
of destructive, Christless, antitrinitarian 
sects, who offer the appearance of an 
anchor with their arrogant, dogmatic, 
anti-Scriptural claims. They have no 
anchor — and they know it — and they 
grasp at anything that looks like one.” 

“There is work for us to do,” Rev. 
Borgas continued, “work to which the 
Lord Himself has called us. Because of 
the special privileges we enjoy as Lu- 
therans there rest upon us also special 
responsibilities. We still have some- 
thing really solid to offer people: a sure 
and certain Word of God.” 


Matter of Principle 


Emphasizing that the Lutheran 
Church must do its mission work 
among the non-Christians of England 
and Europe, Rev. Borgas said: “We al- 
ways make it clear that as a matter 
of principle we are determined not 
to proselytize. We tell people quite 
plainly that if they are already con- 
nected with a Christian church we are, 
so to speak, not interested in them. If 
people come to us for spiritual minis- 
tration and there is any indication that 
they belong to the flock of some other 
Christian minister, we direct them to 
him. It is for the millions upon mil- 
lions who never go to church and are 
under no form of spiritual care whatso- 
ever that we are responsible.” 

The purpose of the International Lu- 
theran Conference is twofold: 


1. By means of an international pas- 
tors’ conference to bring together mem- 
bers of the various Lutheran Free 
Churches of Europe for discussion, fel- 
lowship, and mutual encouragement. 


These pastors and theologians from England, France, Germany, Poland, and Bel- 


gium attended the first meeting of the International Lutheran Pastors’ and Mission 
Conference in St. Andrew's Church, London. 
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2. By means of a European Mission 
Conference to discuss and evaluat@ 
common mission goals and objective 
and to exchange ideas and suggestion 
on mission methods. 

Included in the Mission Conferenc 
was a “Report to the People,” in whic 
laymen from the greater London are 
discussed the task of Lutheran missio1 
work in Europe with the delegatey 
Questioning a panel of pastors from thé 
various bodies represented, Londow 
Lutherans were reminded of the seriout 
challenge presented to Evangelica: 
Christendom by a Europe in which 
most people have lost all living contac; 
with the church and its Gospel. 


Struggles and Problems 


The panel reported on the struggle: 
and problems faced by the Free Lu 
theran Churches of Europe as _ the: 
carry on their mission independent of 
government support and control. Ii 
most European countries there is a nat 
tional church which claims nearly al 
citizens as its members whether the: 
ever attend church or not. 

The churches and synods representee 
at the 1960 conference were: the Evan 
gelical Lutheran Church of England 
the Polish Lutheran Church in Exile 
the Evangelical Free Church of Ger 
many, the Evangelical (Old Lutheran 
Church of Germany, the Evangelica 
Lutheran Free Church of France, ans 
the Evangelical Lutheran Free Churcl 
of Belgium. 

It is hoped that members of the Dan 
ish and Finnish Free Churches will als 
be able to attend next year’s meeting. 


Atheistic Weekly Complains 


Fakty I Mysli, atheistic weekly pub 
lished in Warsaw, complains that evei 
under Communism only 5,500,000 per 
sons in Poland profess to have no re 
ligious beliefs. It said that 21,806,00C 
or more than 76 per cent of the na 
tion’s 28,535,000 population, are stil 
practicing Roman Catholics. 


New Caribbean Headquarters 


Rev. Robert F. Gussick, Synod’s Res 
ident Mission Counselor for the Carit 
bean area, has announced that his heac 
quarters will be transferred  fror 
Panama City, Republic of Panama, t 
Guatemala City, Guatemala. Better st 
pervision of activities in Mexico, Cer 
tral America, Panama, Venezuela, an 
Cuba was given as the reason for th 
shift, authorized by Synod’s Board fc 
Missions in North and South Americ: 
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chairman of the Lutheran TV Board 
n also share this position.” 
Negotiations for purchase of a junior 
Ilege site near Ann Arbor, Mich., are 
ill pending. “As soon as a site has 
een purchased,” Dr. Behnken. said, 
a Board of Control, already appointed, 
ill call a president, engage an archi- 
ct, and proceed with the building 
lans.” 


Strictly Presidential 


Accompanying President Behnken on 
fficial visits to the St. Louis and Spring- 
eld seminaries and the Fort Wayne 
enior College late in 1960 were the 
our Vice-Presidents: Drs. O. R. Harms, 
. P. Wiederaenders, G. W. Wittmer, 
nd A. C. Nitz. 

On these visits, part of the President’s 
esponsibility for supervising doctrine 
nd practice in Synod, the Praesidium 
et with faculty executives and de- 
artment heads, and with the faculties 
nd representatives of the Board of 
ontrol of each school. 

“Our visits were mutually satisfying 
nd beneficial,” Dr. Harms said. “In 
epartment and faculty meetings we 
iscussed doctrinal truths being studied 
Nn various courses. We found that our 
aculties are strong in their loyalty to 
the Holy Scriptures.” 


When fire broke out in the St. Louis 
Statler-Hilton Hotel during a Jan. 11 
banquet attended by mission executives 
of Synod’s North American Districts 
and by synodical officials, about 250 
jiners had to walk down 18 flights of 
stairs. Among the guests was President 


Answers to 


1. Grace (C) — 


God's favor aoe wholly undeservec: ae 


Behnken. Though he was immediately 
made comfortable in the lobby and 
offered nursing care, the 76-year-old 
churchman suffered no ill effects. 


“Were you quoted correctly by Re- 
ligious News Service on your recent 
conference talk in Minneapolis?” the 
WITNESS asked Dr. Behnken. 

After scanning the release, Dr. Behn- 
ken voiced agreement. 

Speaking at a Minnesota District 
leaders’ conference, Dr. Behnken, ac- 
cording to RNS, assured the leaders 
that “while some critics have charged 
the Synod with leaving its conservative 
moorings, it still stands on ‘solid’ doc- 
trinal foundations.” 

He added that “in any large body 
there always may be some who do not 
remain faithful to its principles.” 

Commenting on “the drive for ecu- 
menicity,” as reflected in a recent pro- 
posal made in San Francisco for merger 
of four Protestant denominations, he 
said: “In all I read about it the main 
emphasis was on getting together for 

. practical reasons. There was not 
even a hint of solid Scriptural and doc- 
trinal foundations.” 

When the WitTNeEss asked whether 
the impact of the church’s witness, in 
view of mounting evils at home and 
spreading Communism abroad, is being 
weakened by denominational divisions 
today, Synod’s President answered: 

“The church can make no impact on 
the world by compromising or weaken- 
ing its doctrinal position. It makes its 
real impact by proclaiming God’s Word 
—lLaw and Gospel. The only power 
the church has is the power of the Holy 
Spirit in and through the Word of God.” 


What's the Answer? By Otto E. Sohn. 
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House. 


1960. 210 pages, paperback. $1.50. 


What's the Answer? needs no introduc 
tion to WITNESS readers, particularly th 
large number who consider Professo; 
Sohn’s page “must” reading. “Answe 
Man” Sohn has now also answered many 
demands by preparing for publication in 
one handy volume some 200 of his Wir- 
NESS replies, grouping them under these 
categories: the Bible, Holy Baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, the Christian Ministry, Old 
Testament Problems, New ‘Testament 
Problems, Miscellaneous Problems, Ethi- 
cal Problems, Church Customs, Relations 
to Other Churches and Religious Groups, 
Church Administration, and Marriage, Di- 
vorce, and Remarriage. 

The selections cover problems which 
particularly disturb conscientious Chris- 
tians. Because Professor Sohn’s concise, 
soundly Scriptural answers flow out of his 
rich experience as pastor, professor of 
practical theology, and long-time church 
editor, all who read this volume, especially 
with a Bible at hand, will be repaid with 
satisfying and practical instruction. 

A topical index of over 500 items and 
a Scripture index of some 950 passages 
also make What's the Answer? a conveni- 
ent source of ready reference. 


Light from Above. By Alfred W. Koehler. 
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1960. 165 pages, paperback. $1.50. 


Leading feature of this book, subtitled 
“Christian Doctrine Explained and Ap- 
plied,” is its multi-use possibilities: a book 
of instruction for adult membership 
classes, supplementary reading for such 
classes, a refreshing doctrinal review for 
church members and Sunday school teach- 
ers, a concise self-help volume to give in- 
quirers about Lutheran teachings. 

Unique and useful is the topical index 
arranged in question form. The 340 ques- 
tions listed enable readers to investigate 


“Testing Your Religious Vocabulary” 


4. Righteousness (B ) — Christ’ s peiee obedience, which 


which moved Him to send His Son to die for us, to forgive our 


sins, and to save us. Romans 3: 24: “Being justified freely by 
4is grace, through the redemption that is in Christ. Jesus.” 
ephesians 2:7, 8: “That . . . He might show the exceeding riches 
| His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
‘or by grace are ye saved, through faith. 2 


2 2. Covet (A) —a strong desire for something, “This desire 


nay be evil (often called lust), as is shown by the Ninth and 


Fenth Commandments, or it may be good, as Paul indicates in 
| Corinthians 12:31: ‘‘But covet earnestly the best gifts.” 


ae Absolution (B) — declaring free from sin. In the. wor- 
ip service the minister speaks the Absolution (from absolve: 
set free, loose) after the Confession of Sins. This act is based 
Christ's promise in Matthew 18:18: “Whatsoever ye shall bind 
Yn earth shall be bound in heavenyand whatsoever ye shall loose 
yn earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 


a 
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is also credited to the believer. Man has no righteousness of his 


own (Isaiah 64:6: “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags"’), 


but is declared perfectly righteous when Christ's righteousness i is 
received through faith. Romans 4:5: ‘To him that . . . believeth 
on Him that justifieth. the ungodly, his faith is Esuhied for right- 
eousness.”’ Romans 10:4: “Christ is the end of the Law for 
righteousness to everyone that believeth.” 


5. Hallow (C) — keep holy and sacred. God’s name is 
hallowed, as Luther explains, wien ‘His Word is rightly tergne 
and truly lived. 


6. Sunday before Lent (A) — Quinquagesima (Latin for 
fiftieth) Sunday is so named because it is exactly 50 days before 
Easter, just as Pentecost (Greek for fiftieth) falls on the fiftieth 
day after Easter. The two other pre-Lenten Sundays, Sexagesima 
(sixtieth) and Septuagesima (seventieth), designate loosely their 
place on the calendar before Easter. 
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doctrines and to find quick answers. Lay 
people called on to work out topics for 
society meetings will find this feature ex- 
tremely helpful. 

The 16 chapters follow the usual top- 
ical order for the presentation of Christian 
fundamentals: Religion in General, the 
Bible, God, Creation, Sin, the Law, Christ's 
Person and Work, the Holy Spirit, For- 
giveness of Sins, Prayer, Sanctification, the 
Stewardship Life, the Church, the Sacra- 
ments, the Last Things. 

Clergymen and laymen who get this 
paperback will no doubt often think of it 
as “mighty nice to have handy.” 


eaths 


WILLIAM G. ALBRECHT, June 6, 1874, 
Port Sanilac, Mich., to Dec. 22, 1960, 
Pittston, Pa.; son of Joachim and Maria 
Schroeder Albrecht; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1899; parishes: Mound City, 
S. Dak.; Lannon, Wis.; St. Johnsburg, West 
Seneca, N. Y.: Pittston, 1926—42, when 
he retired. Survivors: son Arthur; daugh- 
ters Erna Spathelf, Louise Smith. Funeral: 
Dec. 27, Pittston. 


WILLIAM VON DISSEN, March 18, 1868, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., to Dec. 8, 1960, Indianap- 
olis, Ind.; son of Valentine and Augusta 
Buettner Dissen; graduated Addison teach- 
ers college, 1889; schools: Woodworth, 
New Gehlenbeck, Ruma, IIl.; Illmo, Mo.; 
Gillett, Ark.; Georgetown, Ind., 1921—30, 
when he retired. Survivors: sons Walter, 
Rev. Victor; daughters Elsa Weinrich, 
Anna Roth, Greta Schleicher, Bertha, Ruth 
Besel. Funeral: Dec. 11, Indianapolis; in- 
terment, St. Peter’s Cemetery, St. Louis. 


ARTHUR H. ENporrF, Feb. 19, 1921, To- 
bias, Nebr., to Dec. 30, 1960, when he and 
his seven-year-old son, Gernon, were killed 
in a car-train accident near Buckley, III; 
son of Ernest and Louise Struckmann 
Endorf; graduated Seward teachers col- 
lege, 1942; M.S. Ed., University of Illinois, 
1953; schools: Sadorus, Buckley, IIl., 1953 
to 1960. Survivors: Ester Ruhnow Endorf; 
daughter Julia. Funeral: Jan. 2, Buckley. 


THEODORE H. JUENGEL, Feb. 19, 1871, 
Jonesville, Ind., to Dec. 26, 1960, Saint 
Louis, Mo.; son of Rey. Henry and Sophie 
Fruechtenicht Juengel; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1893; missionary at large, Colo- 
tado District, 1893—98; parishes: Onaga, 
Kansas City, Piper, Kans.; Ayre, Nebr., 
1930—40, when he retired. President, 
Kansas District, 1912—19. Survivors: son 
Rev. Kurt; daughters Margaret Busch, 
Olga Kennedy. Funeral: Dec. 28, Saint 
Louis; interment, Concordia Cemetery. 


HELMUTH E. PipKorn, Jan. 10, 1899, 
Freistadt, Wis., to Dec. 19, 1960, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.; son of Herman and Louise 
Lemke Pipkorn; graduated River Forest 
teachers college, 1921; schools: Logans- 
port, Ind.; Milwaukee, 1928—60. Survi- 
vors: Freda Lenhart Pipkorn; daughters 
Andrene Reisenbuechler, Gerene Reiser, 
Ellowene Truebenbach. Funeral: Dec. 23, 
Milwaukee; interment, Graceland Ceme- 
tery. 
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HERMAN F. RAMELOW, Feb. 28, 1887, 
Elk Grove, Ill., to Jan, 6, 1961, Kearney, 
Nebr., son of Rev. Herman and Magdalene 
Stiegemeyer Ramelow; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1911; parishes: Columbia, 
Ill.; Kenesaw-Lowell, McCook, Nebr.; 
Norfolk, Wa.; La Junta, Colo.; Eagle, 
Wauneta-Palisade, Seward, Nebr., 1955 to 
1958, when he retired. Survivors: Esther 
Holl Ramelow; daughters Ruth Eschen- 
brenner, Delores Williams. Funeral: Jan. 
9, Kearney; interment, McCook Cemetery, 
McCook. 


Evert W. STEINHORST, Jan. 29, 1913, 
Forada, Minn., to Dec. 23, 1960. Slayton. 
Minn.; son of William and Louise Dau 
Steinhorst; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1938; parishes: Wildwood, Trochu, Alta., 
Can.: Dent-Dora, Perham, Fulda, Minn.. 
1957—60. Survivors: Stella Radke Stein- 
horst; sons Arlen, Merle, Marlo; daughter 
Carol. Funeral: Dec. 28, Fulda, Dec. 29, 
Alexandria, Minn.; interment, Kinkead 
Cemetery, Alexandria. 


THEODORE J. WICHMANN, June 25, 1881, 
White Creek, Ind., to Dec. 18, 1960, Crete, 
Ill.; son of Theodore and Sophia Greive 


Wichmann; graduated Addison teachers 
college, 1901; schools: Joplin, Mo.; La 
Grange, Chicago, Crete, IIl., 1927—S58, 


when he retired. Survivors: Alma Harloff 
Wichmann; sons Wilbert, Werner; daughter 
Eleanora Staschke. Funeral: Dec. 21, 
Crete; interment, Trinity Cemetery. 


Not 
Ordinations and Installations 
PASTORS 


Installed: 
Biberdorf, Roy A., Immanuel, Walker, and 


St. John, Akeley, Minn., by L. H. Wunder- 
lich, Dec. 18. 
Bliss, Clifford L., St.John, Climbing Hill, 


Iowa, by John G. Deterding, Dec. 18. 
Ernst, David T., Trinity, Yale, and Redeemer, 
Iroquois, S. Dak., by R. P. Albrecht, Jan. 1. 
Geiswinkler, Frederick, St. John, Hinton, 
Okla., by A. H. Meitler, Dec. 18. 
Reinbolt, Donald, Immanuel, St. Clair, Mich., 
by Albert P. Knoll, Dec. 18. 
Stinger, Dean W., St. Paul, Chatfield, Minn., 
by Kenneth H. Roever, Dec. 18. 


Commissioned: 


Baumgartner, George A., as chaplain of State 
Hospital, Yankton, S. Dak., by Philip Muel- 
ler, Aug. 24, 1960. 


Installed: PEC HERS 

Mann, Cand. Oscar, Jr., St.John, Lincoln, 
Kans., by W A. Honig, Jan. 17, 1960. 

Stedman, Carlton, Lutheran High South, Chi- 
cago, Ill., by Roy Blumhorst, Dec. 4. 

Wittig, Ramon L., St. Thomas, Rocky River, 
Ohio, by Werner Jurgens, Sept. 11. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Arthur Hawlicheck, Pawtucket, R.I., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Boston 
South Circuit to succeed Rey. Theodore Thor- 
mahlen, who has been appointed to the Board 
of Directors of the Atlantic District. — Karn 
GraEssErR, President, Atlantic District. 


Rev. Arnold F. Boehnke, Jefferson, Iowa, 
has been appointed Counselor of the Boone 
Circuit to succeed Rev. M. L. Seltz, who has 
accepted a call into another District. — G. W. 
Loseck, President, Iowa District West. 


Rev. Luther Vogel, Newton, Kans., has been 
appointed Counselor of the Wichita Circuit to 
succeed Rev. A. C. Schroeder, who has ac- 
cepted a call into another District. — Arten J. 
Bruns, President, Kansas District. 
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Election Result 


Rev. Ray Rist, Carbondale, IIl., has bee 
called as associate professor of English | 


Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxvill 
N. Y. — Rosert C. Haupt, Secretary, Board 4 
Control. 


Call Declined 


Dr. Neelak S. Tjernagel of Concordia Teacl 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., has declined th) 
call to the associate professorship in the dal 
partment of historical theology at Concord? 
Seminary, St. Louis. — FREDERIC NIEDNER, See 
retary, Board of Control. 


Synodical Conference Convention 


The recessed convention of the Evangelic. 
Lutheran Synodical Conference will be hel 
God willing, at Wisconsin Lutheran Hig 
School, 330 N. Glenview Ave., Milwaukee 1! 
Wis., May 17—19, 1961, the first session be 
ginning at 9:30 A.M. ; 

The delegates and ‘or alternates certified fc 
the August 1960 convention are to serve. A’ 
delegates are asked to bring their Proceedingt 

Please direct all inquiries regarding housim 
reservations to Prof. Robert P. Krause, 15C 
Valley Ridge Drive, Brookfield, Wis. For fun 
ther information regarding delegates, mate 
rials, etc., write to the undersigned. — Proa 
H. J. A. Bouman, Secretary, 801 De Mun Ave: 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Summer School 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


Graduate and undergraduate: long. term 
June 26-July 28; short term, June 26—July 13 


Regular summer quarter: July 5-27; July 3 
to Aug. 25. ‘ 

Clinical training: June 19-July 28. 

Thirty-two courses will be offered in all. 

For further information write: DEPARTMEN 
or Pustic ReELaTions, Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Available 


Two wine-colored kneeling cushions. Write 
Mrs. Harvey Grosse, 416 W. 10th St., Wayne 
Nebr. 


Used Communion set and 500-lb.. chure 
bell. Write: GirsertT KowatkeE, R. 2, Lincolr 
Kans. 


Wanted 


Any Concordia filmstrips CP-300 to CP-330 
Johann Quenstedt’s Theologia Didactico-Po 
lemica, any early edition; Johann Gerhard 
Loci Theologici, Cotta edition. — Rev. F. F 
Wesser, Box 573, Mount Vernon, N. Y. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Brueckmann, Albert, Caixa Postal 7, 
Erechim, R. G, S., Brazil. 

Duensing, Fred A., R. 1, Box 260, 
Collinsville, Il. 

Gogl, G. Leon, 234 E. 142d St., Apt. A., 
Hawthorne, Calif. 

Holstein, Robert W., 2020 Eighth Ave., Nortl 
Grand Forks, -N. Dak. 

Krug, Eugene O., 1132 S. W. Fourth St., 
Boca Raton, Fla.. 

Merz, Earl P.; 903 Vermont, Chicago 43, Ill. 

Niermann, John F., Bowie, Md. 

Oetting, Waldemar J. (em.),; 
Battle Creek, Nebr. 

Pfotenhauer, Carl W., 10855 Calumet Ave., 
Chicago 28, IIl. 

Schroeder, A. C., 816 E. First Ave., 
Mitchell, S. Dak. 

Spitz, Paul Ph., 5812 Walsh, St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Wilhelms, Henry H., 12075 Dorsett Rd., 
Maryland Heights, Mo. 


Teachers: 


Clausen, Vernon M., 4934 E. Carmen, 
Fresno 2, Calif. 

Koehler, Vernon, 2536 Netherton Dr., 
St. Louis 36, Mo. 

Mehl, Norbert V., 5215 E. Fifth St., 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Obst, Paul, 1572 Howell St., 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Rabe, Don R., 4130 Vecino Dr., Apt. 5, 
Covina, Calif. 

Schillinger, Herbert C., 208 Illinois St., 
Elmhurst, Il. 


Theel, Frank R. (em.), 110 j 
Evansville 11, Ind. } eS 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE: 


Letters 


etings to Missionaries 


he WITNESS is to be commended for 
ting the names and addresses of all 
{missionaries in other countries. This 
made it possible for me to send Chris- 

greetings to many whose addresses 
d not have. I am sure many other 
le feel the same way. May you con- 
e this practice each year. 


Oronto, Ont. JEAN HOOVER 


his year again we missionaries were 
rously remembered by many Christian 
ds with Christmas cards and notes. 
e it is well-nigh impossible to acknowl- 
all of them individually, I should like 
se this method of expressing my sin- 
thanks to all who sent me greetings. 
e assured that your encouragement and 
ort mean very much to all of us. 
nk you for the interest you have shown 
Our missions and your missionaries. 


AGNES M. WINTER 
utheran Hospital 
ket, Nigeria, W. Africa 


y family and I would like to express 
thanks to you for putting our names 
he WITNESS, and we would like also to 
ress our thanks to the many people 
) sent us Christmas greetings. 
Ne are sure that we speak for many 
re missionaries when we Say that receiv- 
Christmas greetings from so many 
ple we do not know was truly a great 
It also deepened our understanding 
the bond which unites all Christians in 
“ist. 
Ve would like to write personal notes 
all who have remembered us, but we 
1 it impossible. Please thank our 
thers and sisters in Christ for us. 
HENRY R. SCHRIEVER 

junkyo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 


Letters to this department must be signed. 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, 


Corrects Article, Dictionary 


In the fourth paragraph of “Christian 
Symbols” on page 8 of the Nov. 1, 1960, 
WITNESS it is stated that Andrew was the 
“first foreign missionary because he 
brought the Greeks to Jesus.” Cited as 
authority for this statement is The Dic- 
tionary of Christ and the Gospels. As a 
layman I am sure that the third chapter 
of the Book of Jonah makes it quite plain 
that Jonah was the first foreign missionary. 


Lewisdale, Md. James W. D. KIBLER 


Communist Threat “At Our Door’ 


I wish to commend the LUTHERAN WIT- 
Ness for Dr. Oswald Hoffmann’s “The 
Communist Challenge to Christianity,” 
which appeared in the Dec. 11 issue. 

I am disturbed greatly by the apathy 
that is being displayed toward the Com- 
munist menace. The fact that Communism 
is such an immediate potential foe of 
Christianity doesn’t seem to alarm many 
Lutherans. 

The freedom of being able to attend 
church in the open, without fear of retal- 
iation or liquidation, and of knowing there 
is a church in existence to attend is one 
of the greatest privileges we have in this 
beloved country of ours. Yet the church 
and its members appear, unbelievable as 
it may sound, to be indifferent to the 
preservation of this God-given privilege 
for ourselves, our children, and our grand- 
children. 

The fiendish threat of Communism, 
which purposes to convert everybody to 
two-legged animals and to annihilate Chris- 
tianity, is at our very door. In fact, Com- 
munists already have one foot in the door 
of our country. 

The fight against atheistic Communism 
requires immediate action by every Chris- 
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EMPTY CHAIR IN MIDDLE 


any persons who attended mid-December 
0 graduation exercises of Concordia Sem- 
y, Porto Alegre, Brazil, noticed an empty 
ir in the middle of the front row where the 
tidates were seated. 
According to our human judgment this chair 
sId not have been empty,” writes Prof. F. C. 
n. ‘“‘But our omniscient Lord judged other- 
.. Only a few weeks before the closing ex- 
ses He took a member of the graduating 
; from us through a sudden death. 

In honor of this departed member of the 
s, Egon Hartwig, an empty chair was placed 
re he should have been seated. The Lord did 
permit him to occupy this place here in the 
rch Militant but called him to the place He 
reserved for him in the heavenly mansions.” 
j0ugh Christ Church seats about a thousand 
ale, Professor Otten says, it was too small 
the congregation at the baccalaureate sery- 
“Many of the people had to remain out- 
"’ he adds. 

jirteen graduates made the 1960 class the 
est in the seminary’s history. Addition of 
= candidates to the roster of Brazil District 
ors means an increase of more than J0 per 
of its active ministry. 


RUARY 7, 1961 


“Our church in Brazil is above all a mission- 
ary church,”’ notes the pretheological professor. 
“It has untold opportunities to develop present 
fields and to open new ones in this vast country. 
This is especially true of the state of Parana, to 
which seven of the candidates were assigned. 
Three received calls to Espirito Santo, two to 
Rio Grande do Sul, and one to Santa Catarina.” 

The motto of the class was Romans 15:29: 
“Il shall come in the fullness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ.’ This motto was also the 
text of the baccalaureate sermon delivered by 
Dr. Hans Rottmann, 


1960 PORTO ALEGRE GRADUATES 


Names of the candidates and the respective 
places to which they were called: First row 
(Il. to r.): Wilmut Krebs, Agua Limpa, E2Ses 
Milton Klagenberg, Mandaguvari, P.R.; Horst 
Kuchenbecker, Cerrito, R.G.S.; Ruben Becker, 
Piabiru, P. R.; Daniel Flor, Maripa, P. R.; Walde- 
mar Reimann, S. Jose Pequeno, E. S.; Hans Ger- 
hardt Rottmann, Concordia Seminary, Porto 
Alegre. Second row: Brone Dauernheimer, Mu- 
tum Preto, E.S.; Walter Krueger, Paranavai, P.R.; 
Norberto Ott, Palmitos, $.C.; Bruno Sonntag, Pato 
Branco, P.R.; Armindo Grams, Capanema, PaiRs 
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Names will be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent, 


tian interested in preserving Christ and 
freedom. Every member of the church 
throughout the country must with all vigor 
take action in the fight. This can be done 
only by taking full advantage of the priv- 
ilege to attend church. This privilege 
should be exercised a full 100% by every 
member. 

Along with this action should go prayer 
and self-sacrifice in financial support of 
the church. Here is an investment that 
pays the highest dividends — salvation and 
freedom — that any Christian could hope 
for, as well as the preservation of those 
dividends for our future generations. 

The only way to strengthen every mem- 
ber of the church to fight for these God- 
given privileges is to enlighten him of this 
Satanic enemy. To win a battle, one must 
know his enemy completely. I feel that 
it is up to the church, through its various 
periodicals such as the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss, to inform and instruct us on the 
nature of Communism and every facet of 
its deceit. 

Unfortunately this information is not 
readily available. Besides, few Christians 
make an effort to become acquainted with — 


Communism. 
‘ ; MELVIN V. FOERSTER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


“Many Thanks” 


Many thanks! I sometimes wonder if the 
pastors and others who use their time to 
prepare some of the reading material for 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS realize how much 
they help the readers with such features as 
“Very Personal,” “Help from the Word,” 
and such articles as “The Deepfreeze of 
Memory,” to mention just a few. Here is 
a reader who can hardly wait for the next 
issue. 


MARGARET SCHERER 
Kansas City, Kans. 


CONCENTRATING 
ON 
LUTHERANS* 


... AAL’s dedication since 1902 


Local Lutheran people are being served by AAL — wherever they live, even in Alaska. B 
AAL sells only to Lutherans whose pastors are affiliated with the Synodical Conference 
Despite this self-imposed, selective limitation, there now are 600,000 members who own 0: 
and three quarter billion dollars of AAL life insurance. Both the membership and their co 
erages keep growing every year, with good reason — the special difference AAL membe 
share —- LOWER NET COST life insurance protection. 


This acceptance of Aid Association for Lutherans service has produced a remarkable growt 
Last year 16 AAL representatives were million dollar producers. The average district repr 
sentative placed $485,000 of family and home protection for eligible Lutherans. AAL 
proud of the professional underwriters on its sales force, for their dedication to service, al 
for their outstanding performance. Call your local AAL counselor 
for a get-acquainted visit. You will be pleased with his sincere 
interest and helpfulness. 


*Synods constituting the Synodical Conference include: The Lutheran Church —M issouri 
Synod; Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod; Evangelical Lutheran Synod; Synod of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS e 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


